














Saint Anthony’s Church Parish News Letter May 2010

Parish activities for the month of May 2010

Shepherd Flock’s

ez

7th Friday
First Friday of the month---special

devotion to Sacred Heart of Jesus

Normal events for St. Anthony’s Church
*St Anthony’s day (every Tuesday)

2nd Sunday
5th Sunday of Easter

9th Sunday
6th Sunday of Easter

16th Sunday
Ascension of Lord(7th Sunday of Easter)

23rd Sunday

Pentecost Sunday

30th Sunday
Holy Trinity Sunday

"

Welcome to 11:30
Engish Mass!!

- TS \mm g =

Qlur Loady of /ourdes

by RQicavdo  /iong

Among the titles of Our Blessed Mother, Our Lady for
Lourdes is the most familiar to me. Like many who
grew up in the Philippines, we met countless friends,
schools, hospitals and other places named Lourdes. In
Quezon City, a national shrine was built in her honour
and we could find many replicas of the grotto — the
more popular ones are in San Jose, Bulacan and
Baguio City. She is similarly honoured in the
courtyard of our St. Anthony Church.

Etched in my childhood memory was the movie The
Song of Bernadette , a 1943 film still being shown
occasionally on television. Based on a top-selling
novel written by a Jewish non-believer Franz Werfel,
this Oscar-awarded movie continues to inspire me and
my granddaughter more than half a century later.

On February 11, 1958, Virgin Mary appeared to a
14-year-old peasant Bernadette Soubirious in
Lourdes, a small French village at the foot of Mt.
Pyrenees near the Spanish border. The lady revealed
herself saying, “I am the Immaculate Conception” and
directed Bernadette to the spring of water.

About 5 millions pilgrims —sick and healthy — and
tourists visit Lourdes yearly. Both Popes John Paul 11
and Benedict XVI have also visited the shrine. People
of different colours, from different countries, speaking

different languages congregate in this little town of
15,000. Pilgrims pray the rosary during the
unforgettable nightly candlelight processions with each
mystery recited in different major dialects including
Filipino.

February 11th is the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes and
the Vatican declared it also as The World Day of the
Sick. On this day 2008, Pope Benedict X VI said, “Mary
suffers with those who are in affliction.” For helping her
suffering children, the Church honoured Our Holy
Mother with the special title of “Health of the Sick”.

So far, 66 reported cures, among the 2,500 reported,
have been officially recognized as miracles by the Holy
See. Official recognition invariably involves a long and
tedious process of documented scientific medical
investigation. A friend serving many years as hospitalite
told me that countless healings went unreported owing
to the lengthy investigation. His family alone had
experienced three healings for ailments albeit relatively
minor ones.

Around the grotto and church ground, in spite of the
crowd - as thick as HK’s lunchtime Central — one can
feel the peaceful atmosphere as pilgrims filled with
inner serenity silently meditate. Many with rosary beads
in their hands, many on wheelchairs, on carts pulled by

We are interested in your contributions to the English column !
Please forward them to Anthony Fok at email: anthonyfok@163.com
Hear from you soon !
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